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	The role of civil society in offering protection and services to refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced persons

	

	P2Pstudtours 41357

	

	


	Venue:

	

	tbc, Brussels


	

	

	Brussels,

	4 - 7 May 2010

	

	

	 For more information on the People 2 People Programme, please go to: http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/taiex/p2p/index_en.htm  
To download presentations of this event afterwards, please go to:
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/taiex/index_en.htm 
click on "TAIEX events" and select this study tour under "Library".


	Aim of the meeting :

	

	The P2P Programme intends to offer to civil society organisations from the beneficiary countries the possibility to visit EU institutions, as well as relevant EU platform organisations, or whenever relevant for the topic of the study visits, also other European, international or nationals organisations, in order to familiarise themselves with EU structures, policy making process, programmes, policies and best practices.

This study tour will address both the refugee and IDP issue within the Western Balkans and the EU's asylum policy. The aim of this study tour is to give participating representatives of civil society the opportunity to familiarise themselves with international and European standards and policies concerning refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced persons (IDPs) and with the roles and remits of different EU institutions as well as other key actors. The study tour further intends to offer participants exchange and networking opportunities in a respectful atmosphere among themselves and with European-level civil society organisations active in this field.

The study visit is open for the participation of several representatives (up to five per beneficiary) of civil society organisations from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo (under UNSCR 1244), the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbia. Participants will represent both advocacy organisations and service providing organisations offering help to refugees, asylum seekers and IDPs and assisting local integration.
Up to 35 participants from civil society organisations in the Western Balkans will attend the study visit.

	

	


	Day 1: Tuesday 4 May 2010

	


Refugees, asylum seekers and IDPs 
in the enlargement context

	09:00
	Arrival and registration of participants

Distribution of welcome package with the list of participants

	09:15
	Welcome note
Introduction on the purpose of the People 2 People Programme (P2P) 

Ms Magdalena Kleim, Head of Section, People 2 People Programme, Unit D4 - Institution Building, DG Enlargement, European Commission (tbc)

	09:30
	Round of table

· Self-introduction by participants

· The work of the organisations represented

Brief verbal presentation, accompanied by print/ info materials if available, 1 minute/ participant

	10:00
	Coffee break

	10:20
	Workshop (instructions to be given by the chair): 

· Current situation and challenges
· Promising approaches

	11:20
	European Commission support to civil society in the Western Balkans and Turkey: The Civil Society Facility (CSF)

Mr Henk Visser/ Ms Karin McDonald, Programme Manager, Unit D3 – Regional Programmes, DG Enlargement, European Commission (tbc)

	11:40
	Questions and answers

	12:00
	International standards on refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs)

· 1951 UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (Geneva Convention) and its 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees

· Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement

N.N.

	12:30
	Questions and answers 

	13:00
	Lunch break

	14:15
	The issue of refugees and IDPs in the enlargement process

Mr Hans Rundegren, Chapter Desk for Judiciary and Fundamental Rights (chapter 23), Unit C2 – Serbia, DG Enlargement, European Commission (tbc)

	15:00
	Questions and answers

	15:30
	Coffee break

	16:00
	EU financial support for refugee and IDP return

· Regional programmes
N.N., Unit D3 – Regional Programmes, DG Enlargement, European Commission (tbc)
· National programmes
N.N., Unit C2 – Serbia, DG Enlargement, European Commission (tbc)

	17:00
	Questions and answers

	17:30
	End of the first day


	Day 2: Wednesday 5 May 2010

	


International and European support
	08:45
	Registration of participants

	09:00
	The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and its support to end the protracted displacement situation in South-Eastern Europe
N.N., Bureau for Europe, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Brussels (tbc)

	09:30
	The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and its role concerning refugees and IDPs
N.N., OSCE

	10:00
	Discussion with the speakers mentioned above

	10:45
	Coffee break

	11:15
	The International Organisation on Migration (IOM)
N.N., IOM Brussels (tbc)

	11:45
	Questions and answers

	12:00
	The Council of Europe and the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)
N.N., Council of Europe (tbc)

	12:30
	Questions and answers

	12:45
	Lunch break


EU asylum policy and the Western Balkans
	14:00
	EU legislation and current policy developments on asylum

· Asylum qualification, procedures and return directives

· The European Refugee Fund
N.N., DG Justice, Freedom and Security, European Commission (tbc)

	15:00
	Questions and answers

	15:45
	Coffee break

	16:15
	Visa liberalisation for Western Balkan countries and asylum seekers in the EU

Discussion with the speaker mentioned above (DG JLS) and Mr Wolfgang Nozar, Policy Officer, Unit C2 – Serbia, DG Enlargement, European Commission (tbc)

	17:15
	End of the second day


	Day 3: Thursday 6 May 2010

	


Visits to the European Parliament 
and the Council of the EU
	08:45
	Registration of participants

	09:00
	The EU institutions and decision-making process
N.N., Member of the Legal Service, European Commission (tbc)

	09:45
	Questions and answers

	10:30
	Coffee break

	10:45
	Group leaves for the European Parliament


Venue: European Parliament,
 Paul-Henri Spaak Building, Room 4B49, Rue Wiertzstraat 60, Brussels

	11:00
	Arrival and registration of participants at the visitor's entrance

	11:15
	Visit to the European Parliament (EP) (tbc)
· An introduction to the European Parliament

N.N., Visits and Seminars Unit, Directorate General for Communication, European Parliament (tbc)
· Activities of the EP with the Western Balkans and Turkey
· Discussion about refugee and IDP issues in the Western Balkans

N.N., Member of the European Parliament, Delegation for relations with Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo (UNSCR 1244), European Parliament (tbc)

	13:00
	Lunch break
(Information brochures can be obtained at the 
Info Point of the European Parliament)


Venue: Council of the EU, 
Justus Lipsius Building, Rue de la Loi 175, Brussels

	14:30
	Group meets in front of visitors' entrance of the Council of the EU

Registration of participants 

	14:45
	Visit to the Council of the EU (tbc)
· Enlargement policy of the EU
N.N., General Secretariat of the Council of the EU (tbc)
· Cooperation in the field of Justice and Home Affairs
N.N., General Secretariat of the Council of the EU (tbc)

	16:15
	Group leaves for the European Commission


Venue: DG Enlargement, European Commission, 
Charlemagne Building, Rue de la Loi 170, Brussels

	16:30
	Meetings with geographical units of DG Enlargement (tbc)
(one meeting per candidate country and potential candidate)


	Day 4: Friday 7 May 2010

	


Civil society offering protection and services 
to refugees, asylum seekers and IDPs
	09:00
	Registration of participants

	09:15
	The European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR)

N.N., EuropeAid Cooperation Office, European Commission (tbc)

	09:45
	Questions and answers

	10:15
	Coffee break

	10:45
	" Working Together to Protect and Respect Refugees": The activities of the European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE)

· The project "Strengthening the Regional Advocacy Voice and Policy Impact of Civil Society on Behalf of Vulnerable Groups in Western Balkans"

· Networking on the European level

Ms María Duro Mansilla, Advocacy Officer, ECRE (tbc)

	11:30
	Civil society offering protection and services to refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced persons
N.N. (EU Member State)

	12:15
	Discussion and exchange of experience with the two speakers mentioned above

	13:00
	Lunch break

	14:00
	Civil society backing human rights of refugees, asylum seekers and IDPs
N.N., Amnesty international (tbc)

	14:30
	Focus on vulnerable groups: Roma
N.N., European Roma Information Office (ERIO) (tbc)

	15:00
	Discussion with the two speakers mentioned above

	15:30
	Feedback and evaluation session

	16:00
	End of the study tour


	This meeting is being organised by 
the People 2 People Programme, Civil Society Facility, DG Enlargement, 
in the organisational framework of the

Technical Assistance Information Exchange Instrument - TAIEX

of the European Commission
CHAR 03/149, B - 1049 Brussels 
Telephone: +32-2-296 73 07, Fax: +32-2-296 76 94 

Web site: http://taiex.ec.europa.eu/
  Leaflet: http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/taiex/pdf/p2p/p2p-leaflet_en.pdf
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