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DRAFT CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

Draft Programme

CIVIL SOCIETY CONNECTING THE EU AND NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES

3 COLLABORATION SPACES FOR CIVIL SOCIETY DEVELOPMENT BEYOND EU BORDERS

International conference 

29-30 September 2008,

Venue: IMPACT - European Centre for Cross-Sector Partnership in Zadar, Croatia
Day 1

9.30 – 10.00

Registration and welcome coffee 
10.00 – 11.00

Opening session

Building effective partnerships at policy-making level 

Welcome speeches:  
Cvjetana Plavša-Matić, Director, National Foundation for Civil Society Development / Head of IMPACT – European Centre for Cross-Sector Partnership

Tony Venables, Director, ECAS – European Citizen Action Service 

Keynote speakers:
Wenceslas de Lobkowitcz, Advisor, Civil Society Dialogue, DG    

Enlargement, European Commission, Belgium 
H.E.. Jadranka Kosor, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Family, Veterans' Affairs and Intergenerational Solidarity of the Republic of Croatia
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[image: image7.emf]Collaboration space 1:
The Ljubljana declaration and beyond 

11:00 – 12:30 Discussion panel

Issues for debate: The Ljubljana declaration has been adopted in April 2008. How can this declaration be followed up at European and national levels? What are the perspectives for cooperation under the new facility for Western Balkans? What kind of mechanisms should be

set up in order to make the EU and national governments listen to civil society? What kind of policies could the EU set up in order to influence national governments to create an enabling legal, fiscal and institutional environment?

Chair:
Joze Gornik, Director, CNVOS - Centre for Information Service, Co-operation and Development of NGOs, Slovenia
Panel:             Sasho Klekovski, Executive Director, Macedonian Centre for International 

                       Co – operation, Macedonia




Nikolina Svalina, Expert, Member of Council for Civil Society Development, Croatia




Igor Vidacak, Head of Office, Government of the Republic of Croatia, Office for Cooperation with NGOs, Croatia 
Ann Isabelle von Lingen, Policy Officer, Open Society Institute, Brussels


Discussion, Q&A

12.30 – 14.00
LUNCH BREAK

14:00 – 15.00 Session will break into two working groups

Western Balkans and Turkey



Moderator: 
Miljenko Dereta, Executive Director, Civic Initiatives, Serbia

Rapporteur:     Zeynep Meydanoglu, Project Coordinator, TUSEV - Third Sector Foundation of Turkey,

Eastern neighbourhood countries
Moderator:
Dr. Serhiy Ivanyuk, the Board Chair of GURT Resource Centre, Ukraine
Rapporteur: 
Tatiana Poshevalova, Chairwoman, Public Association Centre of Social Innovations, Belarus

15:00 – 15:30 COFFEE BREAK
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Collaboration space 2:

Agenda for common problems and solutions for CSOs from the EU Neighbourhood

15:30 – 16:45 Discussion panel
Issues for debate:  What lessons have been learned from the EU Neighbourhood programmes? What are the new perspectives under the ENPI and IPA cross-border and regional/multi-country programmes? What are the opportunities under the people-to-people dimension and opening up of the EU Community Action programmes? What scope is there for regional networking? How sustainable are the links between EU and neighbouring civil societies? How to promote cooperation and strengthen the links between regional networks from respective countries?

Chair: 

 János Lukács, Executive Director, Carpathian Foundation, Hungary

Panel:

Vesna Bajsanski, Vice President, Foundation Mozaik, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

Konstantin Baranov, Coordinator of Development Programme, “Young Europe”, Russia

Doina Muntenaou, Programme Associate, Civil Society and Local 

Development, UNDP, Moldova

Zsolt Laszlo Becsey, Member of the European Parliament, Hungary 

(TBC) 

Discussion, Q&A

16:45 – 17:15 COFFEE BREAK

17:15 – 18:15 Session will break into two working groups

Capacity building of small NGOs and local community development 

Moderator:
Lidija Pavić-Rogošić, Director, ODRAZ - Sustainable Community Development, Croatia 
Rapporteur:
Zvijezdana Shulz Vugrin, Executive Team, SMART - Association for Civil Society Development, Croatia

Coalition building

Moderator:
Tanja Hafner-Ademi, Coordinator, Balkan Civil Society Development Network,      

                       Macedonia
Rapporteur: 
Olja Homa, Executive Manager, Citizens' Pact for SEE, Serbia
18:15
End of first day of the conference – Reception for the participants
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Collaboration space 3:

Enhanced donor coordination for sustainable civil society development

10:00 – 11:30 Discussion panel

How could better donor coordination help to create a European civil society space beyond EU borders?  What are the perspectives under the DECIM framework?  What are the first DECIM outcomes – developed donors’ synergies?  Do the donor programmes fully reflect the needs of CSOs at local and regional levels? Are there lessons to be learnt from developments in new member states for sustainability of NGOs in neighbouring countries?  How to promote domestic philanthropy? 

Chair: 

Hedvig Morvai-Horvath, Executive Director, European Balkan Fund, Serbia

Panel:             Yvonne Kapella, Programme Manager, Regional Programmes Unit, DG Enlargement, European Commission, Brussels 

                        Gudrun Niedorf, Project Manager, People 2 People Programme, Institution Building Unit, DG Enlargement, European Commission

                                   Jan Pakulski, Senior Social Development and Civil Society Specialist, World 

                                   Bank/DECIM

                                   Ryszard Czarnecki, Member of the European Parliament, Union of the 

                                   Nations Group, Poland 

Discussion, Q&A

11:30 – 12:30 Session will break into two working groups

Creating an enabling environment at national level

Moderator:
Dragan Golubovic, Senior Legal Advisor, ECNL – European Center for Not-for-Profit Law, Hungary

Rapporteur: 
Igor Bajok, Co-ordinator, GONG, Croatia
Civil society Forum for the region at European level: is it needed?

Moderator:
Tony Venables, Director, ECAS – European Citizen Action Service, Brussels

Rapporteur: 
Amra Seleskovic, Director, VESTA  Association, Bosnia and Herzegovina

12:30 – 14:00 
LUNCH BREAK
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14:00 – 15:30 Closing session
REPORTS FROM THE RAPPORTEURS:

1. Ljubljana declaration and beyond

2. Agenda for common problems and solutions for CSOs from the EU Neighbourhood

3. Coordination among donors
Discussion, Q&A 

16:00 concluding remarks

End of the conference
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